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Dear Friends

The Apostles’ Creed begins with the affirmation that God is the "Maker of
Heaven and Earth.”

Mot every Christian believes that the book of Genesis contains a literal account
of creation. It doesn't really matter whether the world was created in six literal
days or over a timescale covering millions, or billions of years. | am quite happy
to accept the theory of evolution as, to me, it was God's chosen method of
bringing life into being. In accepting the ‘Big Bang’ | also argue that it was God
who caused it to happen. | like the poem written by William Herbert Carruth. It
begins:

A fire-mist and a planet —

A crystol and a cell,
A jelly-fish and o saurian,

And caves where the cave-men dwell;
Then a sense of law and beauty

And a face turned from the clod, -
Some call it Evolution,

And others call it God.

Whatever the method of creation, God remains the Creator and without him
life would have been impossible,

The more relevant question is not how did God create the world? It is why did
he create it?

To answer the guestion fully is impossible as it would involve reading the
mystery of the mind of God. That said, | co mmend the answer provided by
James Welldon Johnseon in his poem, The Creation.

God stepped out on space,

And he looked around and said:
T'm lonely -

Il make me a world.”’

5o God made everything, and of everything he was able to say: "That's good!’
But there was still something missing. The poem continues:
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Then God walked oround,

And God looked oround

On all that he hod mode,

He looked ot his sun,

And he looked at his moon,

And he looked ot his little stars;

He looked on his world

With oll its living things,

And God sald: T'm lonely still.”

Then God sot down =

On the side of a hill where he could think;
By o deep, wide river he sat down,
With his head in his honds,

God thought and thought,

Till he thaught: 'l make me o man!”

A child might have written that. & child could certainly understand it; but it
sums up the whole doctrine of creation. God, being love, created the world
and all that is in it in order to have someone to love and someone to love him.
Creation is a necessity of the love of God.

| do not, as a norm, resent growing old. If pressed | would say that the best
part of life is ‘Now.’ In point of fact it is only "Now" that we have.

I must admit, though, that a recent headline in our newspapers caused me to
envy the young children of today. 'SPACE TELESCOPE DISCOVERS EARTHLIKE
PLAMET. It would surely be arrogance on our part to assume that we are alone
in the universe, If God is love then, in love, he might well have created millions
of planets capable of supporting intelligent life.

The problem is that Kepler 452b is 1,400 light years away in the constellation
of Cygnus and that, as yet, we lack the technology to travel so great a distance
in an acceptable timespan, That is a challenge for our children’s children’s
children who may be amongst those who will travel to the stars. How | would
like to have journeyed with them to another world, Upon arrival they may well
find it inhabited already. My anly fear is that the human race will spoil any
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planet which it discovers. For one thing it may be necessary, sadly, for there to
be rule that no settler transport religion with them|

That said, the realisation that we are not alone could bring the world together
in a way nothing else can. it would underline the fact that the creation is bigger
than we can possibly imagine. We would have to find a theology big enough to
accommodate a God whose love is of staggering dimensions. How it would
rebuke all those who believe that they have God taped and who think that he
has nothing further to say,

| recently preached a sermon on Zechariah's vision of the young man with a
measuring line who, after the return of the Jews from exile, wanted to
rediscover where the walls of Jerusalem had once stood so that the shattered
city could be rebuilt on its original foundations. Zechariah hears God saying.
“Put the measuring line away. The New Jerusalem shall be too big to have
walls."”

That is a message we need to hear today. God is love. We are all children of
God. Not just on planet earth but on worlds which, as yet, are unknown to us.

All Good \Wishes

Mike Shephard

Family News

In our last newslatter | mentioned the 'unity discussions’ taking place between the four
Presbyterian Churches in Carmarthen — Babell, Bethania, Heol Dwr and Zion

It s important that we understand that no final decislon has been made and that anything
sald here Is tentative and speculative. That said, there Is a very real possibility that Zion will
close and decide, en bloc, to join Babell,

In arder that an informed decisien can be made the congregation at Zion will join us for
three Sunday morning services in September. At the end of that period the final decision will
be made. | hape there will be a positive outcome as when we have worshipped together,
both a1 Babell and at Zion, there has been a very noticeable "buzz' in the air which, from the
minister’s paint of view, made it easy to preach, The enjoyment of worship was enhanced
for all of us.
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I have never put down roots in any church but, like many ministers, have had to ‘up sticks’
and move on to 'pastures new', In consequence of frequent upheavals, Gwen and | have
become used to change and are relatively good at coping with it.

It is difficult for those of us without roots to understand the pain experienced by friends
whose memories are linked with one Christian fellowship. Difficult. But not impossible.

| was very consclous during our discussions that some members of Zion are heartbroken at
the prospect of closing the church and starting again elsewhere. It was to Zion that they
were carried as babes in arms. It was there that they were Christened and confirmed. They
wera married there, It was from Zion that their loved ones were buried. They had hoped
that their own funeral would take place there. To tell people, faced by the closure of a place
of worship, that the church s not the building but the people, can seem hollow at such a
time, Memaories are very important, particularly when associated with special places.
Indeed, they make the place special.

There is little that one can say at such momaents and words can sound very empty. What we
would say to the congregation of Zion is that they will be very welcome were they to join us.
We will receive them on equal terms and believe that, with mutual understanding for cur
different traditions, we can become a truly “united’ congregation. Would it not be wonderful
if we could succeed in breaking down barriers, be they rooted in history, language or
theology and create something very special here? Shakespeare reminds us that there “is a
tide in the affairs of men which, taken at its flood, leads on to fortune.” He also emphasises
that were we to miss it we will "spend our lives in backwaters.” In other words;
OPPORTUNITY KNOCES. DON'T WASTE iTl

| must, at this point, thank Babell for its willingness to embrace change in order for the
dream to become a reality. Not the least of these is to change the time of Sunday worship to
10.30am WHEN | AM PRESENT. It would be impractical to ask visiting ministers to change
their plans at short natice so, for the time being, those services will continue to be held in
the afternoon. | would emphasise that this change is experimental and will be subject to
review early in the New Year. If the new time leads to-an increase in congregation size, as |
believe it will, we may well decide to make morning services the norm. Significantly,
discussion about this was ‘on the agenda’ before the possibility of forming a united church
was even raised, Zion, for our information, had not broached the subject. What has been

ussed with Zion is our wish to continue si Welsh hymns on a This

was not seen as a problem and it was thought valuable to retain something of our ethos.

Turning to other matters, you will be aware that we have yet to do the Bethesda Zip Slide,
our earlier attempt to do so having been aborted when the braking mechanism failed! | am
not being completely honest, of course. Nine of the ten participants were prevented from
completing the challenge because of a faulty mechanism, | was the only one banned for
being 3 kilos overweight! | have now been shamed into going on a diet! The next attempt
will be on 19 September at 8.20am!
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The Zip Slide was scheduled to take place on the same weekend as our good friend, Roy,
celebrated his 90" Birthday. Congratulations, Roy! Roy has asked me to thank the church for

helping him celebrate the occasion and wants to say that the cards and cake were greatly
appreciated,

Qur best wishes to everyone who has been unwell of late. Amongst those known to me are
Sally Evans, Edwina Jones, Gwen Shephard, Vi Willlams, Pat and Robert Morgan, Mandy
Walters, Donna Evans and Keith Anders. We send our love to Elizabeth Evans who is mow
home after a stay on Dewl Ward, Glangwilll Hospital,

We extend a warm welcome to Leighton Williams who started attending Babell in late July.
We hope he will be very happy here. It was lovely to hear him say that he was “looking for a

church.” We assure him of our support and prayers.

Earller this summer some of us attended The Big Lunch — a community event held in the
grounds of Llangunnor School. Our good friend, Lee Whatley, did much to make the event
20 successful and we are very fortunate to have him as a member of the Community
Council. His interest in Babell means much to us.

Many commaent that the flower containers, to the front of the church, have been
particularly lavely this year. Our sincere thanks to Doreen Davies for keeping them watered.
Such commitment is not always noticed or commented upon. Where, though, would we be
without those folk who do the unseen tasks in a church? We would be much poorer without
them. Thank you, Doreen.

Our congratulations to Nan Thomas who recently completed 45 years as a volunteer with
the British Red Cross. This is in addition to the many other organisations with which she has
been involved over the years. She also found time, when younger, to work as well, A
splendid achievement, Nan!

In closing our family news we axtend the warmest of welcome to Ela-Grace, the daughter of
Sabrina and granddaughter of Mr and Mrs John Owen Jones, who was christened here on
July 19" We wish all the family well.

As | write, we are on the point of ceasing activities for the month of August. We start
meeting again on Sunday September 6'". Qur Friendship Centre starts back on the 10™
september, as do our Welsh classes. A rest can be beneficial and can help recharge our
depleted batteries,
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CHILDREN’S LETTERS TO GOD

| hope to invite the children of Llangunnor School to take partina "Children’s Letter to God'
competition, to be held during the coming term, | have organised several of these
competitions over the years and the resultant, church based, prize giving has been
supported by children and parents. The following extracts are taken from a book of letters
compiled by Carmel Reilly: Here are some from the “theological® section:

Deor God,

Why aren’t you friends with the devil? My teacher says he used to be an angel. Did you have
an argument? When we argue at schoal our teacher makes us say sorry. Would you let him
back if he said sorry? Maybe then he wouldn't do all those baod things.

iee
Dear God,

When will it be the end of the world? | would like to have enough time to soy goodbye to
everyone. Are you going to make another world afterwards?
Henry

Dear God,
I5 this the only planet where there are living things? There ore so many plonets in the
universe; there must be one somewhere with aliens living there, Also, does the universe go
an forever, or is there on end to it? What is on the other side?

Luke
Dear God,
Why did the fother like the prodigal son better than his brather? Do you like good people
better if they do same sins first?

Alan
Dear God,
Who is your mummy and daddy?

Calvin
Dear God,

Last week we read about Abraharm and seac, | didnt understand why you wonted Abraham
to kill Isaac, his son. | understand that Abraham waonted to do what he waos told, but it was
wrong ta kill his son. It seems owful to sk something like thot just to test him.

Jane
Dear God,
Why didnt you tell Eve not to trust the snake? Then she wouldn’t have eaten that stupid old
apple. Did you secretly want her to eot it?

Tristan
Dear Goad,
Why were you such o lot of different things in the Bible? You were o burning bush and a
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famb gnd a lfon. And only some people could hear you. Why can't we all hear you or see
you P

Marko
Dear God,

The priest says we have to pray kneeling down by our bed at night. But | iike going out to the
yard to talk to you. Then no ane s Nistening and I'm not sieepy. It's better to talk to you
there. Is that Ok with you?

Damian
Dear Gad,

Do you have friends in heaven? You must get lonely sometimes all on your own. if you ever
need someone to talk to you could come round to our house.

Wenay
Deor God,

Why am I me and not sameone else? Wil | still be me when | die? | have a lot of questions for
pou to answer when [ meet you,

Rannie

BIBLE STUDIES

We have decided that, during every quarter, we will have Bible studies at
Babell. During this quarter they will be held on the last two Tuesdays in
September and the first two Tuesdays in October, We will meet at 6.30pm for
a peried of a little over one hour. | suggest that this time round we focus on an
introduction to the Gospels.

OTHER DATES FOR OUR DIARY

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4™ at 10.30am: ALL AGE WORSHIP WITH THE CHOIR OF
LLANGUNNOR SCHOOL. Their presence is to be confirmed.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 18™ at 10.30am: HARVEST FESTIVAL WITH THE
CRESCENDO CHOIR

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THE SECOND SUNDAY IN NOVEMBER I5

REMEMBRAMNCE SUNDAY

On September 3™ and 4™ some of us will have distributed
information about the church to every household in our
neighbourhood. On 8" September, from 6pm, | will be in the church
to meet with any folk who wish to know more about the church.
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A LETTER FROM HEAVEN

Our good friend, Keith Anders, lost his much loved wife some four or more years ago. Keith

will admit that he has difficulty coping with that bereavement. It was what first brought him
to the Friendship Centre and to the church. He has asked that this be included in the

newslatter:

To ity and friend

I 'want you to know that | am now dwelling with God Abowe and that | am enveloped in a

sense of his eternal love,

! don’t want you to be unhappy because | am out of sight. | remain close to you in the day:

and at night.

I will be watching you scale the highest hills and will be with you as you climb. You can reach

the summit by taking one step at a time

Grief is natural; as are tears; especially after so many loving years.

But do not waste your anguish or pain, Use it to help others find the light again
Then your hurt will not be in vain, Recall how fowers need the rain,

Your life will have been worthwhile if vou can make another lost one smile,

Look out for those who are feeling low. Lift them up and help them through.

You can do it if you have the mind. I'm with you. Just a step behind,

Andone day; when from the Body vou are free we shall meet again, you and me,

Thank you for this, Keith. We very much appreciate you friendship and are glad we found

eoch other. MF5

e

" COME To ME, ALL You

WHD ARE WEARY AND

BURDENEDR AND | WILL
GIVE You REST

el
MATTHER |1'28
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Church Secretary’s report
Myrddin District News

A% wie try to work more closely with other chapels and ehurches within our own and across the
denominations many have asked me to explain what is meant by ‘Dosbarth Myrddin,’' Here is an
attemnpt at a brief explanation.
The Methodist church got its name for the most part for being very arganized. They were methodical
in their approach to thelr structure and organisation. We at Babell belong 1o the Methodist circuit of
churches or as it i known today, the Presbyterian Church of Wales. As part of that structure all
individual churches are grouped into districes of which there are five in Carmarthenshire. Babell
bedongs to the Myrddin District which comprises of the fallowing chapels:
Heol Dwr, Bethanla, Ty Hen Meidrim, Bethel Meidrim, Trinity 51 Clears, Bethel Cynwyl Effed,
Cwmdwryfran, Bethel Rhydargaeau, Morizh Llansteffan and Bancyfelin, We are fortunate here in
Babell to have the part time ministry of the Revd Mike Shephard and Bancyfelin also has Revd Beti
Wyn Priordy as their minister, Elders from each of these churches meet four times a year prior to
the Presbytery meeting to discuss and support each other and by so doing have come to know each
other and have worshipped at joint services on numerous occasions but mainly 8t Christmas, Easter
and Harvest. We visit all the district chapels in turn but have also held open air services at
Liansteffan for seme years and in Carmarthen Park of late.
This year was no excegtion. The Revd Bati Wyn as usual made the
necessary arrangements for a service in the park but found that the
: ‘ wisiting circus colncided with our 5 o'chock senvice. However the
) circus famdly not only changed their performance times in order to
accommaodate us but also invited ws to hold the service in the BIG
TOP. They akso attended the service, helped out with the sound
system throughout the service and served tea and popcorn at the end. Beti Wyn has already made a
note of when the cireus & in town next yearl

For the [ast four years District members have also travelled an what we like
to call pilgrimages. This June our pilgrimage involved visiting the Weish
centre at Soar, a converted chapel in Merthyr, the home of the musician
loseph Parry, Cyfarthfa Castle and the Church of Llanfair a1 Penrhys in the
Rhondda. It is to the latter that | shall turn briefly. Az we approached the
estate of Penrhvys we stopped at the shrine of the Virgin Mary ,"Our Lady of
Penrhys,” which countless pilgrims along the generations have visited and
then it was back on the bus and onto the purpose built church on the hill,
We wern greeted by Sharon Rees and two of her staff whao kindly gave us
refreshments in the café before leading us on a guided tour of the library,
the music room, the clothes shop, the homework room and the convention
room before leading us to the main part of the building = the church itself
A pilgrimage it was not for that word conjures up sacrifice and
commitment, It was a very comfartable coach that we had for the jeurney and there wis no sacrifice
Invelved, However sven though this was my fourth visit to Penrhys | am still in awe of the work
carried out there by a very dedicated team of bellevers. We all had our eves opened to the need
thera is in our communities for spiritual as well as material help and ane can only act on Sharon's
request which was to pray for the work they are doing there and for their friends from hadagascar
who also spend time daing missionary work there. We can of course go into our pockets. | am
reminded of the Sermon at Priordy last Sunday morning and was it Spurgean who sakd that the last
part of a man to be converted is his pocket|

In an atvempt to raise money for @ new PA systemn at Penrhys many who went on the trip camie
together with friends for a lovely meal at the Sheesh Mahal o the evening of Monday July 20." it
Wwas again a time to get together for @ worthwhile cause,
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Sunday Schoal Mews

On Sunday 14™ of fune we held & family service
during which the members of the Sunday schoal
took part. However this was also a farewesll servoe
for Kian, loan and fosh who have by now moved to
thesr new ome with their parents lan and Eelly in
Lianalli, We wish them well and wish ta thank them
as a family for thebr loyal support durtng the all oo
brief time that they were with us,
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to past members of the Sunday
schood on thelr outstanding A-Level results, We
wiish Erin and Ffion and Steffan and Dylan -'ilthll very best as they start their studies at the
following universities: Erin and Dylan at Cardiff, Ffion at Loughborough and Steffan at Bangor.
With moming services on the horizan a new time and perhaps another day has to be sllocated for
the Sunday Chub. [Another title a5 weli- should it become Friday Club?] Please ket us know how you
feel about this. Do you know of any children who would be interested in joining us? Generations of
chiddren are in danger of losing out on the Bible stories and their significancs for cur Bves today. It s
our duly & the Lard's disciples to ensure that this doas not happen.

One praject which trins to bring the Bible Storles to schoal: DPEN THE BOOR/AGOR Y LLYFR

Every Friday a team of chapel members visits

- Mantgaredig school to take an assembly, These
assemblies have been designed by the Bible Society
and have a set format each week to be completed
within a three year cyche. Each assembly involves a
story teller, actors who can be children as well as the
team members and a presenter who sets the scene
ind leads the school ina meditation and shart prayer
gt the end. We hope to start OPEN THE BOOK
assemidies in Llangunnor School, IF vou would like 1o
bacome imvolved, and you are never too old, please
contact me on G126 7290518, Not everyone |5
confident enough to take part in presentations but there is room to help with props and simple
costumes or just hackground help,

Zip Wire/ Postponed|]

The arm bands prove it all- that is
as far as they got- the registration
point!

All the best for the niext time which
will be September 19 i §.30am,
You brave people!
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6WYL MAWL MEDI Dydd Sul 27 Medi 2015

CAPEL HEOL AWST

Dedfa o Fawl i'r Plant a'r Oedolion 10 y Bore
Arweinydd Robert Nicholls Caerdydd
Dedfa Bregethu 2 y Prynhawn
¥ Parchedig leuan Davies Waunariwydd
Rikyprsal y Plant ¥ Priordy Bore 5ul 13 Medi 2015 am 11
Bore Sul 20 Medi 201 am 11
Arweinydd — Nicki Roderick

Rikyrsal yr Oedolion Heal Awst Moz Sl 13 Med| 2015 am 7

MNas 5wl 20 Med| 2015 am 7
Arwelnydd = Helen Gibbon

Dates for the diary

October 4t: 10.30am All Age Service with Llangunnor School Choir
Hydref 11eg: Cyngerdd yr Hen Ganiadau yng Nghapel y Priordy
October 18™: 10.30 am Harvest Thanksgiving Service Babell
Tachwedd/ November 8% Joio gyda lesu yn Salem Llandeilo
Tachwedd 28ain: Cyngerdd yn Heol Dvrr: Cor Seingar a'r Tri Bariton
November 29t%:; Ty Cymorth Service at the Botanic Gardens
December 13% : 4.30pm Candlelight Service at Babell with W1 Choir
Rhagfyr 13eg : Plygain Merched y Wawr yn Heol Dwr 7.30pm
December 20™: 4pm Candlelight Service at Babell with Crescendo
Rhagfyr 20fed: 6 pm gwasanaeth y Dosbarth yng Nghapel
Bancyfelin/ The District Christmas Service at
Bancyfelin

MOST OF THE OTHER. ||THIS 15 CERTAINLY
REATURES WERE EATMENT. NOT oML |
oNLY LET INTWO | [HAVE WE GoT THIS |
B Two, AND YET |
THERE ARE HUNDEEDS

W, THIS 1S
ABSOLUTELY
INCREDIBLE!

[.....T EVENTHINEK

OUR NAME ON
THE Door |
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HAVE YOU READ?

Have you read THE CHRONICLES OF HUGH de SINGLETON, SURGEON By Mel Starr. They are
set in the 1360s and are a very good read. They are not religious bocks but do contain some
insightful spiritual passages. Here is an extract. The writer has been wounded by an arrow
and muses on what has brought him ta this point:

How had | come to such a plight? Perhaps if William of Gerstang had not given
his books to me, six years past, when he was near to death from plague, |
would not be here, wounded, upon the floar of Marcham Church. One of
William's three books was ‘Surgery,” by Henri de Mondeville. | read it and it
changed my vocation.
Had | not spent a year of study in Paris, | could net hove stitched up the
locerated leg of Lord Gilbert Talbot when a horse kicked him upon Oxford High
Street. Then | would not have been offered o post as Lord Gilbert’s bailiff at
Bampton, and was | not given such guthority in that place | would not have
known of John Thrale’s death or his coin, and would not now lay pierced upon
the cold flags of All Saint’s Church.
But it was my skill as a surgeon which led me to meet Kate Caxton and claim
her for my bride. | might wish the flow of my life had followed some other
course, so to avoid the sorrow which occasionally afflicts me, as with all men,
but had it done so | would never have known the joy of life with Kate. | would
not have bounced our baby upon my knee ond heard her squeal with delight.
Why should | wish my way had been altered so as to avoid this place and this
moment? S5ome other sorrows would surely have come to me had | chosen to
walk other paths, and the bliss | found with Kate, the pleasure of life among the
folk of Bampton, the satisfaction of my work as surgeon and for Lord Gilbert, all
this | would have lost.
! turned upon my pallet to seek o more comfortoble position, adjusted the
blanket, and finally fell to sleep, content with my lot, | did awaken often
thraough the night, and when | did | breathed a prayer that the Lord Christ
would take pity upon me and send me, whole and recovered, back to Kate's
arms. | resolved never again to question His direction for my life. or lament the
sorrows which come my way, for then | must also repent of the delights He has
allowed me ......."

Contributed by Gwen Shephard. The books are published by Monarch Books.
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THE COMING QUARTER

This is a time of transition and the time of services will vary, Du ring the coming months we
will meet at 10.30am when | am conducting worship. When visiting ministers do so we will
meet at Ipm. We will review this arrangement in the New Year by which time we will have a
better view of matters. | would add that we intend to embark upon this period of
experimentation whether or not Zion decides to join us. It has long been my personal view
that meeting at 2pm is an obstacle to congregational growth as people, generally, are
reluctant to come out In the afternoan, | may be quite wrong in that judgement, Thus the
need for reassessment during the early part of 2016. It would be useful, | think, to spend
Lent taking the spiritual pulse” of the church, generally, and deciding what developments
need to take place. Change is never easy and can be unsettiing and painful. It is nonetheless
essential that we consider different ways of doing things. We will get some things right. On
occasion we will have got it wrong and will need to revert to the old ways or, alternatively,
try yet another approach. Thank you for your forbearance.

SEPTEMBER & MINISTER 10.30/COMMUNION
3% MINISTER 10.320
20" REVD ADELAID WHEELER-COX  10.30
277 GYMANFA/S NO SERVICE HERE

Our friends at Zion to decide their future today.
Please Pray for them as they deliberate.

OCTOBER  4th MINISTER/ HARVEST 10.30
p = gy PASTOR JOHN MORGAN 2pm
as* MINISTER 10.30/COMMUNION
25" MINISTER 10.30
NOVEMBER 1% MINISTER 10.30/COMMUNION
gt MR MARK LONNEY 2pm
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
5™ MR HUGH WADDELL 2pm
227 PASTOR JOHN MORGAN 2pm
29% REVD HUGH GEORGE 2pm
DECEMBER &th MINISTER 10.30/COMMUNION
13" CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 4.30pm
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DECEMBER 20™ CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 4.30 pm
24 CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION 11.15 pm
278 PASTOR JOHN MORGAN 2pm

Please note that the minister is not available during the month of November
as this is his holiday month. He will lead worship on November 1% and will
then be away until the first Sunday in December when he will again conduct
the service.

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Much depends on the decision made by ZION, IF we are to unite it is likely that
we will convene one or more meetings in October in order to look at the
future. Dates have yet to be formulated but one envisages that any such
meetings will need to take place on a Monday or Tuesday evening. It would be
appreciated if we could make every effort to be present at those meetings and,
if at all possible, prioritise them. Thank you.

JUDGEMENT BY NUMBERS

One Sunday morning, when | was minister of the English Baptist Church in Lammas Street,
Carmarthen the hymn numbers disappeared from the box in which they were kept.
Subseguent events prompted this piece of verse.

"Have you seen the numbers?”
{The organist now asked);
"The numbers?” Sald | in reply;
"Mt since Sunday last”
“&h welll” he said, “No problam|
"Il leave the hymn board blank.
[ have no doubt its kids again -
playing silly pranks.”

The matter was forgotten,
for worship now begun:
Introit, prayers and readings:
And songs, today, well sung.
The sermon theme was focussed
on those unanswered prayers,
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My purpose was o demanstrate,
That God knew best; and cared.

And then, to my amazement,
Thee youths at back of chusch =

hield up those missing numbers,
still last despite our search,

A Fivel & ikl & seven! Two elghts|
And at the very end —
Twao youngsters with a onal And nowght!

| hoped that this meant tenl

| should perhaps have seolded;
Bt far from being vexed,

1 coubdn's help but broasdly smile;
I"d found nest Sunday's text!
Imagine hymn board numbers,

held up by God's own son:
| wonder |f cur worship,
weoudd mecit s Wedl Done?

Anvd whiat of that last judgement,
when time has sped away?
What will those numbers signify?

What will those figures say? —PEEPA E‘E

‘& poor attempt! Mo effort made! EET_
Déserves 50 o b seaae! To M R
I hope that Judgement Day will bring - TH'I" NWE-

A chance 1o try once mang

Mike Shephard

]

The howrs are feng, the pay's lowsy,
but the long-term prospects are out of
this world , .. "

i pake it vy sermon didn’t meet with
vour approval, Mr. Smithr™
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DON'T BLAME ME!

Here, by popular request, another conversation from the book ‘God Worra Yorkshireman' by
Jeff Loy. The author sets out, deliberately, to provoke thought. He certainly maokes us think,
whatever our theology,

| popped into the newsagents and saw God flicking through a copy of the ‘Observer.’
“This Is a mess!” he says pointing at the headline. "Look at it, "A Year of Disasters.” "

“Well, why aren't you doing something about it?” | says, “Instead of standing there reading
what you already know?®

“What do you want me to do?” he says.

“What do we want you to do?” | says. "Earthquakes! Floods! Raging fires! Thousands dead?
What do you think we want you to do? Stop it happening!”

“Don't look at me,” he says, *I'm not causing them.”

"Course you are,” | says, "You're God| The buck stops herel | know you move in mysterkous
ways, but | reckon you're losing the plot!”

"Listen!” he says. “How long do you think.it took me to create this lot: land, sea, flowers,
trees, animals, people, the whole shebang. How long?”

"Six days,” | says,
"And how long was that since?” he says.
I says, "Millions of years."

"Right,” he says. "So, | did all this lot in six days, millions of years ago, and you thought it
was still under guarantee?”

He say. "If you believe | created it, thank you very much, but how come | get saddled with
the maintenance contract? It's milllons of years old, it's out of warranty, bits keep coming
off! The way you lot carry on, | reckon it's done very well to hold together this long! You drill
it, you mine it, you bamb it, you blow great holes in it, you waste what it grows, pollute the
rivers, spoil the sea, cut down the forests)”

“That's all part of survival!® | says, “But it's you that's behind all these disasters...”
“Me?™ he says. “How do you work that out?”

“Stands to reason!” | says.

“What! Hurting folk? Upsetting millions of people. Why would | do that?”

“To punish us,” | says.

He gives me one of those looks that'd take paint aff,

“You'll know if | decide to punish you,” he says, *I'm very selective.”

18| Page



"Oh yes!” | says, “like with Noah's flood, when you wiped out ninety-nine percent of the
population at a stroke |”

"That was different,” he says.
"That was genocidel” | says. “You'd be locked up today.”
| could see he was getting bolshie.

"How long will it take you lot to spot the fact that every time something goes wrong It fsn't
nacessarily down to me?™ he says. “You go through life making trouble, creating problems,
ignoring everything I've dane, then the first sign of a cock-up and it's “bBlame God® *

"But you must know when things are going to happen,” | says, “so why don't you let on?"
"I'm Godl™ he says, not a blinking fortune teller.”
I sy, “Yes, and some of us are trying to helpl™

“Good!™ he says. “You can start by paying for this paper, I've no change.”

Jeft Loy

F{_IQME To CHUECH

' K

g NOW .
AND Miss THE }' ¥
CHRISTMAS 2

RUSH/

“Yaur first bagtism, (s it?"
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A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF GOD

Sunday | know it is a sign of respect that | am addressed by many believers in
sacred languages — languages used for the purpose of worship and no other. It is also
claimed that | make reply by means of ‘tongues’ - unintelligible noises uttered by believers
when they get carried away in spiritual fervour, | want you to know that it has nothing to do
with me. Humanity itself is my basic language. Human relationships are the grammar and
syntax of my native tongue. There Is nothing of averwhelming significance | have
communicated to the world in any other way. Nor do | intend to do so.

Monday How bitter and angry some theologians get when they quarrel! Their
lack of charity towards one another shaws they da not understand the first thing about their
trade — for love is the abridgement of all theology. All its doctrines, dogmas and

propositions tend towards this one, simple end. The theologian who shows no love towards
those with whom he is in dispute reveals that he knows nothing about me, hawever learned
he may be.

Tuesday In a weak moment | granted that man two wishes = that he would win
the lottery and live to be a hundred. Silly of me, | know, but every now and then | have a
brainstorm - I'm only superhuman, after all. Well, now he is reviling me for going back on
my promises. He won the lottery all right and spent a fair slice of his winnings on a hair
transplant, new teeth and cosmetic surgery. Then ane day, hurrying out of Harrods, he was
knocked down and killed by a taxi. Now he demands to know what happened to the
promise that he would live to be a hundred. To be entirely truthful, he got knocked down
because | just didn’t recognise him,

Wednesday In that country they amputate a man’s hand for theft and behead a
woman caught in adultery, They insist these punishments are done in my name and they
read passages from a so-called hely book whilst the sentences are carried out. What strange
madness is this! | ereate human beings whole for my pleasure and these zealots dismember
them to my glory. They have evolved a new doctrine — salvation by subtraction, Cut off the
hand that steals, pluck out the eyes that lust and what is left |s accounted righteous, To cut
off a man's hand for stealing is as logical as smashing a musical instrument that plays a false
note. If | had wanted to make it impossible for human beings to sin | would not have robbed
them of their faculties but denied them free will.

Thursday I've been doing the annual accounts, Planet earth is seriously
overdrawn. Have the inhabitants looked at the figures lately? Every time a single member is
added to the human race earth has to provide an additional fifty-six thousand gallons of
milk, nine thousand pounds of wheat and a thousand trees. And the planet must make room
for an extra one hundred and fifty thousand pounds of garbage and one hundred and forty
thousand pounds of poisonous waste in the atmosphere, And yet they still add millions to

20| Page



their populations every day. The human race is in great danger of accomplishing the most
spectacular mass suicide in the history of the universe. They seem inca pable of grasping the
simple truth that they did not come inta the world, they came out of it, and if they do not
do what is necessary with the earth, the earth will do what is necessary with them, At the
risk of becoming a heavenly bore. | must insist that there are no free lunches in my universe,
What human beings take out of the world they pay for. Or if they do not pay someone else
will have to —in this case their children and their children's children,

Friday | sympathise with that preacher’s attempt to describe my nature and
being. Words really will not do, The mast one can say, really, is that | am not infinity like an
endless mist; | am more a synthesis of infinity and boundary — just as a vast ocean has a near
shore. | wonder if that helps.

Saturday A devout lew was climbing Mount Carmel, His foot slipped and he hung
over a sheer drop clinging to the branch of an overhanging tree. | respended to his ery for
help by asking him whether he trusted me without reéservation, He sald he did, so | teld him
to let go of the branch. "What?' he asked. ‘Let go of the branch’ | repeated. There was a
pause, then he asked, 'Excuse me, but is there anyane else up there?”

From Calin Morris’ book of the same name.

SMILE AWHILE

A man was beaten up by gangsters on the road to Jericho. He lay there, half
dead, robbed of all his money, groaning in agony. A priest came alo ng and
passed by on the other side. A Levite came along and also passed by on the
other side. Finally, a social worker came along, looked at the man and said:
“Whoever did this needs help.’

A child wrote: ‘Christians are only allowed one wife, Having one wife is known
as monotony.’

There is one modern chorus which contains a repeated refrain which sounds
like ‘Agad reigns.’ Who is Agad? And should we really be waorshipping him in
Christian servicas?

As for misprints, who wouldn’t rush to attend the church service advertised in
the church magazine as ‘Evensnog?’
Sources unknown
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HAVE WE LEARNT SO LITTLE OVER THE YEARS

Petronius Arbiter, circa 2108C wrote 'We trained very hard. ... bul i seems thal every ime we
were beginning to form up info leams we wouwld be reorganised. [was to learn later in life thal we
tend fo meel any new sifealion by recrganising; and a wonderful melhod it can be for crealing the
ilfusion of progress while producing confusion, mefficiency and demoralisation’.

How many examples can you think of where Arbiter's words ring true — sadly there are many —
1886 Local Authority Beorganisation in Wales being a shinning example, However, this does
not always need fo be the case, particularly where there are no hidden agendas and common
gense and good will prevails. It is necessary to optimistically look to the fulure whilst not
forgetting the lessons of the past. Perhaps the word ‘compromise’ sums up all the factors
necessary for any change to be a lasiing succeas, The medernisation of Babell has thrust the
Chapel into the 21" century. It has wonderful facilities which need to be utilised as much as
possible, other than its primary role as a place of worship, We need to seek out innovative
ideas to aftract both members and non-members to join together. The Candlelit caral services
af Chrisimas, Cawl and Cuiz on 51 Dawd’'s Day are good examples of evenis that attract many
to the chapel; but more are needed. Perhaps illustrated talks, a musical evening, even a craft
fair could be considered for example. [ am sure any suggestions you may have to carry Baball
forward would be mest walcome and Helen or Mike would be pleased to hear from you,

This Autmn Newsletter s complete but what about the next one where we celebrate
Chrigtmas. | feel sura there are many articles which could be submitted which pertain to this
wonderful time of year, Incidentally, if you like toffe-e try this:-

TOFFEE AND FANNY (Taffi a Hani)

one pound soff, brown sugar a knob of butter
one large cupful cold water oil of peppermint
two teaspoonfuls vinegar

Fut all the ingredisnts (excepi for the oil of peppermint) in & cast Ton saucepan over a
moderate heat, and boil, stirring contineously, for fifteen minutes. Teat a teaspoonful of the
boiling mixture in cold water and if it hardens immediately remove the mixture from the heat.
Pour cut the bulk of the mixture on to a greased slab or dish but refain a emall amount in the
saucepan. (Keep this in a warm place fo prevent il frem hardening.) Grease both hands with
butter and “pull’ the toffes while it is hot, as quickly as possible, adding a few drops of the oil of
peppermint while pulling. Continue pulling until a creamy colour is attained.

Place in long, flat strips, about an inch wide, on the table and pour the toffes that was retained
ta farm a thin brown line along the centre of each strip, Cut into smaller pleces bafore b
hardens.

Thes recipe is from Welsh Fare by Minwel Tibbatt,

Personally | hope io include some old recipes from Chrisimases past in the next Newsletter.
What can you offer to share with ws afl?

TREVOR
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In 1563, four Welsh bishops and the bishop of Hereford were instructed to prepare a
tranalation of the Bible and the Common Prayer Book inte Welsh, and publish them by the first
of March that year - a tall order!

The one who attempied to meet the deadling was Richard Davies (1501-1581) the then bishop
of 5t David's, He translated the Common Prayer Book, but to translate the Bible he invited the
nobleman and linguist Willlam Salesbury to the palace at Abergwili to assist him; the man who
had urged a nation 1o insist on having the Holy Scriptures translated into their own language - a
wisa choice, With some help from Thomas Huet the cantor at 5t Dawvid's cathedral they
translated the New Testament, and beth books were published in 1567. To Welsh readers
today the language and style would seem wvery archaic.

It gives one a certain thrill to realise that this work was accomplished on the very site of the
present Carmarthen Museum (the old Bishop's Palace).

By 1888 the translation af the entire Bible was accomplished by William Morgan {154 1-1604)
who later became the bishop of 5t. Asaph, This was written in a refined and dignified style.

Berereen 1588 and 1900 innumerable editions and revised verzions of the Welsh Bible were to
fallow.

Ona such (family) Bible with detailed commentaries on every chapter was produced by the
BRev. Peter Williams (1722-1796). Peter Willlams was born in a house on the border berween
the parishes of Lavghamme and Llansadwrnen.. He was orphaned at the age of twelve and was
adopted by an uncle (his mother's brother), Afer leaving school he stwdied for three years at
the Athrofa (Academy) in Carmarthen, and on one cecasion he was deeply moved by a sermon
given by the Rev. George Whitfield in Heol Awst chapel.

Ha left the Athrolfa at the age of twenty one and started a school at Cynwyl Elfed, and while
preparing himself for Holy Orders he was given a licence to preach and the curacy of Eglwys
Gymmun on the Carmarthenshire Pembrokeshire border in the absence of the incumbent who
resided in England. During his time there he was accused of a leaning to Methodism and his
licence and stipend were withdrawn by the bishop. He was promised ordination at the end of
three years as long as he didn't preach in the meantime.

Eventually, Rev. Griffith Jones, ldanddowror, recommended him to a vacancy in a Swansea
parish where he was initially welcomed but fell foul of the parish hierarchy. After a shot stint in
Llangranog he resolved to become an itinerant preacher and took to the road. He travelled on
horseback and preached to anyone prepared to listen to him. Hia ministry which lasted fifty
years took him from Abergariech to Ldanidloes, Newtown, Llanfair Caer Einion, Liandrindod,
Bala, Lieyn in Arfon and Anglesey.

He spent his last years in Gelli Lednais farm Llandyfaelog where he worked on his Bible -
whizh was first published in 1770. He is buried in Llandyfaslog parish churchyard.

It is possible that the Bible's greatest contribution to Wales was to make it's language one of a
very high standard at a time when there was no cultural institution or univeraity to centralise
liwely literary activity and nuriure essential enlightenment,

Sources:

Thomas Parry (ed) Hanes Lienyddiaeth Oymraeg hyd 1900, Gwasg Pritysgel Cymru.
Peter Williams, Baibl yr Addoliad Teuluol, The London Printing and Publishing Company 1770,
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DAU GYFIEITHYDD O SIR GAR

oy feryddyn 1563 calodd pedwar o esgobion Cymru ac esgob Henffordd archymyn i
gyfieithu'r Beibl a'r Liylr Gweddi Cyliredin i'r Gymraeg, a'u hargraffu erbyn Mawrsth lal o't un
fiwyddyn - tipyn o gamp!

T un a geisiodd gyflawni’s dasg oedd Richard Davies (1501-1581) esgob Tyddew: ar ¥ pryd.
Llwyddedd i gyfieithu v Liyir Gweddi Cyifredin, ond i gyfieithu'r Beibl gwahoddodd yr
uchelwr ac ieithydd William Salesbury i Dy'r Escob yn Aberngwili i Toi cymorth iddo; gwr a
oedd wedl annogi'r gened] i hawlio cael yr Yagrythyrau yn eu hiaith eu hunain. Gyda help
Haw oddi wrth Thomas Huet cantor yr Eglwys Gadeiriol yn Ninwddew: cylisithiwyd v Testament
Newydd ac argrafferyd v ddau Iyfr yn 1567. Byddai Cymry heddiw yn e chael ynoanodd i
ddarllen y7 faith hynafol ynddyni. Omid cyffrous yw sylweddoli fod y gwaith hwn wedi et
gyfawni yn yr union fan lle mae't Amgueddfa bresenncl yng Nghaerfyrddin (hen Dy'r Esgeb).

Erbyn 1588 'roedd oyfieithiad o't Baibl wedi e gwhlhau gan William Morgan (cl1541-16804) a
ddaeth yn esgob Lianebhsy yn ddiweddarach, mewn arddull gain ac urddascl.

Fhwng 1588 a 1900 ynddangoscdd fersiynau a chyfeithiadau dirifedi eraill o'r Beibl yn y
Gymraeg.

Un engraifft o'r than yw Beibl (teuluol) y Parch Peter Williams (1722-1736) gyda sylwebaath
manwl ar bob pennod, Gameryd Peter Williams ar y Hin rhwng plwyfi Talacharn a
Llansadwrnen. Pan oedd yn ddeuddeg oed fe't amddifanwyd ac fe'l mabwyeaidwyd gan
ewythr (brawd ei fam). Ar ol gadael yr ysgol bu'n asiudia am dair blynedd yn yr Athrofa yng
Hghaerfyrddin, ac ar un achlysur cafodd welr o wrando ar y Parch George Whifield yn
pregethu yng nghape] Heol Awst,

Ar ol gadael yr Athrofa yn un ar hugain ced a dechrau yegol yng Nghyrmwyl Elfed, aeth ymlaen
i baratoi ei hun ar gyfer Urddau Sanctaidd, Rhoddwyd trwydded iddo i bregethu a
churadiaeth Eqlwys Gymmun ar y fiin thwng Sir Gar a 5ir Benfro a gofal yr eglwys yn
absennoldeb y periglor a oedd yn cartrefu yn Lloegr. Yn ystod @i arhosiad fe'i cyhuddwyd o
gefnogi't Methodistiaid. Cymerodd yr esgob ei drerydded a'i gyflog oddi arne, ond
dywedodd wrtho yr ordeiniai ef ar yr amod nad oedd i bregethu am dair blynedd.

yna, fe gymeradwyodd y Parch Griffith jonea, Llandowror, Biwyf yn Abertawe iddo; lle catodd
groeso i ddechrau ond ¥ diwedd eafodd ei wrmu oddiyno gan lywodrasthwyr yr egiwys. Ar ol
amger byt yn Llangranog penerfynodd fynd yn bregethwr teithiol. Teithiodd tray Gymru ar
gefn ei geffyl a phregethu | unrhywun cedd yn bared i wrando. Aeth ei weinidogaeth, am
hanner can mlynedd ag ef o Abergorlech i Llanidloes, Y Drefnewydd, Llanfair Caer Einion,
Liandrindod, Y Bala, Liyn ac ¥nys Mén.

Treuliodd ei flynyddoedd olaf yn gweithio ar ei feibl yn fferm Gelli Lednais, Llandyfaelog, ac
yne y bu farw a'i gladdu ym mynwent eglwys Llandyfaelog. Argraffwyd ei feibl yn 1770.

Dichan, mai cymwynas feyaf cyfieithu'r Beibl i'r Cymraeg osdd achub yr iaith rhag dirywio
mewn eyinod pan nad oedd seflydiad diwylliannol na phrifysgol i feithrin bywyd llenyddol a
safonau traddodiadol brydyddol,

Fiynonellau: :

'Hanes Lienyddiaeth Gymzaeg hyd 1900' Thomas Parry, Gwasg Prifysgol Cymru.
"‘Beibl yr Addoliad Tenluol” Parch Peter Williams, The London Printing and Publishing
Company.

'Hanes Bywyd a Marwolaeth y diweddar Barchedig Peter Williams".
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Esme Writes
| would like to share a typical letter from my friends Mike and Moira in
Tasmania.
They are a joy to know and their adventures are well worth reading about. Both
have just returned from a motor cycling trip of 2500 kilometers to Vietnam.
Naot so long ago they arrived in New Zealand and Moira writes, = | know Wales
claims to have the world’s longest place name LLANFAIR PWLL GWYNGYLL GO
GER Y CHWYRN DROBWYLL LLANDISSILIO GO GO GOCH but this one is nearly in
contention

TEWHAREWAREWATANGAOTEOPETALAAWAHIAD
which means the gathering place for the war parties of WAHIAO so she took a
picture and sent it onto me.
She states that on July 29 she will get her pension at 5. That will put a smile on
Moira's face. | guess they don’t get many female OAP's putting new tyres on their
maotor bikes or repairing punctures.
Their next motorcycling trip is for three weeks to North Island .e. mainland
Australia to celebrate.
Moira writes, “ When | see that blue Alrmall stamp UK it's so exciting as it is
much more preferable than emails or facebook which in my view are "too
instant.”

Fd o
! IOt D COME T

CHURCK MORE WCAR,

SuTr vou KNOW NOW

IT 1S FA@sT THE SNOOKER,
THEN THE WORLD CUR
FOLLOWED 8Y WHMBLEDON
AND THE COMMONLEALTH
GAMES /TS SUCH A JO8
TO FIT EVERYTHING IN

Mumimy, wlint do wo do o b aurr
\ ] FelEaur |

MILE AGAIN

I'was standing in a library. A funny looking bloke came up to me and placed a book in my
one hand and some tippex in the ather. He ran off. | noticed that he had used the tippex to
cover every comma and full stop in the book. Suddenly the police arrived and arrested me, |
was taken to court on a charge of defacing a library book. The ju dge looked #t me and said:
“Whoever did this is going to get a long sentence.”
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PROBABLY THE LONGEST FAMILY TREE IN THE WORLD

BIBLE HEFEREMCES,
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GO CAINAN HEZRON MELER CORAM WAGGA]
ADAM AHELAN ABHI ELIAKIM AD E=LI
EETH EBIR ADMIN onAM MELCHI MAHITM
EROSE PELE: AMMINADAR JOEEPH HLE AMOS
CAINAN RED NAMSHON [UDAH SHEALTIEL MATTATHLAS
MAHALALEEL SEROG BALA SIMEON FERUBEABEL et
JARED MAROR BOAT LEvY RHESA JANMAL
FENOCH TERAH OHED MATTHAT [CARAN MELCHI
W AHRAMAM [ESEE JoIRm oD LEVI
LEMECH IBRAC DARVID ELIEZER FOSECH BATTHAT
WO JAcos MATHAN JOSHDA SEMEIN HELI
SETM [AIDAH MATTATHA ER MATTATHIAS JOSEFH
ARPHAKAD PEREZ MENNA ELMADAM MAATH | jus
L1 i il —l
Competition without a prize; HOW MANY OF THESE NAMES CAN YOU FIND? WRITE DOWN THE
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A Mman was causht in 3
Flood. Twe men'came by ina
poat fo rescue himn, but he waved
ﬁ]em HWH?’ ‘ahﬂUﬁﬂg J'ND THE LoRD
WILL SAVE ME. Oné hour |ater

arother boat came Hfﬂnlg.buf‘ 3331}1
the man :5?:__"& %‘_’_CL%EE_L—?*:RD Wllf._L
SAVE ME. Lvenlually, a helicopler
Aarrved bot the mai}: inﬁl'ﬁf‘fdf
THE LopD Wil SAVE ME: Unfarfonately
Hie man drbwecﬂ___%d at the
gates of heaven he asked St Pefer,

‘Why DIDNT THE LORD SAVE Mg 2’
and St Rfer replied -

i =

o e [_I'.'JI"' L.lt;,’;t'lg n.._:ll...l'f_ L_J.,_JLI_
he sert twe boata
and 3 f‘icfiLﬂFIL{;
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