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Dear Friends

It's a strange thing to say but the modern church only thinks about The Easter faith during the
season of Easter. It is only at Easter that we think of the Resurrection and of the life to come; it is
only at Easter time that we sing the hymns of the Easter faith.

This is so wrong.

It is almost as if we have forgotten the origin of Sunday, the Lord’s Day. Unlike the Jewish Sabbath
which commemorates how God rested after the work of creation the Christian Sunday
commemorates the resurrection of Jesus. It was on this day that he rose from the dead.

In the early church the resurrection was the fact upon which all else was founded and it is to this
central fact that we must return continually.

It is the Easter faith, the faith in the risen and living Lord, which makes us able to meet life.
If we believe that Jesus is risen and is alive, then all life is lived in his presence. We are not alone.
We are called upon to make no effort, to enduré no sorrow, to face no temptation without him.
It is the Easter faith, the faith in the risen and living Lord, which makes us able to meet death.
It is the Easter faith that compels us to believe we have a friend and a companion who lived and
who died and who is alive for evermore, who is the conqueror of death. The presence which is with
us in life is with us in death and beyond.
A writer tells how his father died. His father was old and ill. One morning the writer tells how he
went up to his father’s bedroom to wake him. The old man said, “Pull up the blinds so that | can
see the morning light.” The son pulled up the blind and even as the light entered the room, the old
man sank back on his pillows dead. Death was the coming of the morning light.
It is the Easter faith, the faith in the risen and living Lord, which persuades us that evil shall not
have the last word.
On Good Friday the powers of darkness did their worst and thought, no doubt, that God and
Goodness had been defeated. In point of fact it was evil that was defeated that day and Jesus, in
his resurrection, demonstrated that love is be more powerful than hate and non- violence more
effective than malice and aggression. He demonstrated that, ultimately, the victory belongs to
those who sacrifice themselves, for the sake of others, on a cross. We live in troubled times and it
appears, on occasion, that the forces of evil, as typified in organisations such as Isis, are certain to
triumph. It is when we entertain such thoughts that we need to see again the vision of an empty
tomb and of goodness going forward to gain the world.

Have a very happy Easter

Mike Shephard

LAUGHING AT THE RAIN

Our children are in the habit of ringing us up when It is ‘bucketing down with rain’
and making a joke of it. Here are some of their comments:

‘Just saw Noah going past. He gave me a wave.”
‘Dad, there’s a sale on in B&Q. They are selling arks at half price. Fancy going in

s j o\ shares?” .
e T 2 “Whether the weather be wet, or whether the weather be fine, we’ll weather the
weather whatever the weather, and pray for drier times.”



















































